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New Head of Administrator’s Office Arrives 

 

Hi, I’m Xander Halliwell, (pronounced Zander.)  I arrived on 

30 January to fill the Head of Administrator’s Office role, a 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office position working within the 

AIG for the next 2 or 3 years. 

 

This is my first posting on Ascension, and I have arrived into a 

long-required but fairly new position.  I’m looking forward to 

the new adventures the post will bring and adapting to and 

becoming a part of your unique community. 

 

With the exception of a short break in the UK over Christmas, I’ve come to Ascension 

from the British Embassy in Washington DC where I worked in Defence Policy.  I 

arranged visits of Senior and VIP Brits to their US counterparts and ensured they were 

briefed and fully informed on the key issues to be discussed – an interesting time and 

place to watch history unfold, and to somewhat stage manage some of its main 

actors! 

 

When I originally left my family’s dairy farm in Devon for college in Exeter, and then 

moved ‘away’ to Bristol for University, my very rural community were worried that the 

big cities were so far away.  Having now challenged them to imagine the world as 

far as London, then Washington DC, I’m delighted to extend their horizons even 

farther afield with this move.  On joining the UK government and working in London I 

helped to establish the Office of Counter Extremism and I business managed the 

MOD’s Ministerial and Senior Military offices.  My family are comforted that I’m 

‘returning’ to a less cosmopolitan way of living for a few years and so am I.   

 

Being a Devon boy, I love the outdoors.  I can’t wait to shake off the comfortable 

USA lifestyle I’ve enjoyed for something a bit more active, so I’ll be tackling the many 

letterbox walks.  My husband Adam, also a UK Civil Servant, remains in the UK for 

now, with Tim our Beagle to keep him company.  So being without my own pup, if 

any other dog owners need a day/night off, I’d be happy to dog-sit for you! 

 

I’m thrilled to be here working and living alongside the many different communities 

on Ascension, and to have an opportunity to get stuck in to contributing with you to 

the tremendous efforts to facilitate Ascension’s bright future. 
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