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Editor’s Note 

 

Hello Readers, 

 

This week’s magazine is largely devoted to 
information about the forthcoming By-election 
for the Island Council to be held on the 12th 
November...I was hoping to stand for election 
myself, and if elected my plan was to 
immediately declare a People’s Proletariat or 
Republic; whichever was most convenient! 
Fortunately for you lot as a South African I am 
not eligible to stand! One can dream... 

 

There is a lovely school spread this week - as 
well as sports news and several positions 
advertised within AIG...enjoy! 

 

   

Have a cool week! 

Bill And Felicity 













 

  

 

Ascension Island Government 
 

VACANCY NOTICE 

 

We are currently looking to fill the following vacancies to deliver essential work within our Operations & 

Facilities, and Resources teams: 

 

 
 

All roles are offered as Single status, 2-year fixed-term contracts with the following benefits: 

 

• Rent free accommodation 

• A Single status food allowance of £3,350 per annum 

• Relocation costs for your personal effects, including the shipment of a vehicle 

• One mid-contract return journey to your country of recruitment 

•  A gratuity payable on the successful completion of a 2 year contract 

• 30 days’ annual holiday (with additional 9 days public holidays) 

• Free primary dental and medical care 

All appointments will be subject to: 

• Satisfactory employment references 

• Criminal Records Check  

• Satisfactory Medical Clearance 

 

Closing Date:   Monday 12 October 2020 

Interviews:   w/c Monday 12 October (by Skype if off island) 

For more information, job descriptions, and to apply visit: https://www.ascension.gov.ac/lifestyle-and-

employment/working-here/ 

Full job descriptions for each role, detailing the skills and experience required, can be found at 

https://www.ascension.gov.ac/lifestyle-and-employment/vacancies 

Refrigeration Mechanic £11,000 

Mason £10,500 

Storekeeper £9,500 

Waste Operatives x 2 £9,000 

Painter £9,000 

School Caretaker £9,000 

    

https://www.ascension.gov.ac/lifestyle-and-employment/working-here/
https://www.ascension.gov.ac/lifestyle-and-employment/working-here/
https://www.ascension.gov.ac/lifestyle-and-employment/vacancies
















From The  Archives  
The archive has a copy of extracts from an unidentified book which I assume if a history of the US Navy Air Corps 

Fleet Air Wing, here called Fairwing. The extracts are devoted to their history on Ascension. 

Ascension Island - An Important Allied Air Base 

Build an airstrip on a volcano?  Impracticable if not impossible! British authorities 

THE STRATEGIC ROCK 

Prior to 1942, Ascension, a British possession, was best known as a small rocky 
place favoured by sea turtles and large birds which nested there and deposited 
large amounts of guano (excrement with a high nitrate content). The few people 
(200 or so) who inhabited this 35 square mile island recovered and processed the 
guano which was sold as a fertilizer. 

The Allied forces had three significant reasons to build air base facilities on 
Ascension Island. As a perusal of a map of the South Atlantic Ocean reveals, 
Ascension is roughly half way between the northeast coast of Brazil and Africa. 
It was clearly in a strategic location. 

The U.S. Army Air Force (USAAF) had the difficult task of ferrying thousands of 
airplanes carrying personnel and military supplies to the European, 
Mediterranean, and Far Eastern theatres of war. It was a daunting task because of 
the limited range of many of the planes involved as well as the relative 
inexperience of many of the Ferry Command pilots. An airport at Ascension was 
very much needed by the USAAF. The lament of Ferry Command pilots was to 
become, "If we don't hit Ascension, my wife gets a pension." 

Fairwing 16 and its Brazilian allies also needed an advanced base at Ascension to 
close the mid-ocean convoy coverage gap which existed because even the new 
PB4Y's arriving in 1943 still did not have enough range to close that gap while 
flying solely out of Brazil or out of African bases. This problem was sadly 
illustrated by the loss of 107-B-1 and Commander Prueher and his crew. The 
third reason for making Ascension Island a real military base with available air 
power there was the fear during the 1940-42 period that the Axis Powers would 
seize the British Authorities’ island and convert it to a military base for their 
purposes. The island a British possession, remained essentially undefended until 
late in 1941 Minimal efforts to provide a military garrison presence and 
defensive artillery commenced in mid and late 1941. As a result there was a real 
scare in December, 1941 when a force of 500 armed survivors of a sunken 
German surface raider (an armed and disguised merchant ship) accompanied by 
four U-Boats were in the general area and were in position to possibly invade 
and occupy Ascension Island. Indeed, in early December 1941 the U-124 surfaced 
off Ascension and was preparing to shell the island but it was driven off by fire 
from on-shore defensive cannon. 

 



Finally acting firmly against the threat, the British Royal Navy sent some cruisers 
with escorts and moved three infantry companies to Ascension. This served to 
protect the small HF/DF (Huff Duff) direction finding installations the British had 
installed in 1940. Once the German Enigma code was broken, these and other facil-
ities enabled the station at Ascension to monitor the radio traffic between the U-
Boats and Axis surface vessels so they knew where those forces were during the 
course of the war. 

IMPRACTICALITY IS OVERCOME 

The attitude of the British engineers on the possibility of building an air base on 
Ascension is aptly depicted in the sentence at the start of this   
chapter. However, after much discussion, they permitted the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) to construct an air strip on Ascension in  
the May-July period of 1942. The air base was squeezed in between the vol-
canic hills on Ascension Island. 
 

In August of 1942, three PBY5B's of VP-83 operated successfully out of Ascension 
for several weeks. Their presence on Ascension was important due to the concern 
about a vital convoy then going across the South Atlantic carrying many Sherman 
tanks and artillery pieces urgently needed by General Montgomery who was try-
ing to keep the Afrika Korps from advancing toward the Suez Canal. The convoy 
got through, the Afrika Korps was later defeated at El Alamein, and Churchill fi-
nally got a much needed victory after many defeats. For some unknown reason 
the PBY's left Ascension in September, 1942 and did not return. A full year would 
again elapse before some of VB-107's planes would be sent to Ascension. 

FAIRWING 16 AT ASCENSION ISLAND 

Due to successes of the anti-submarine sweeps by both Fairwing 16 and the Brazil-
ian air forces off the coast of Brazil, Admiral Doenitz moved most of his U-Boats 
away from the close-by coast more toward Africa in the latter part of the summer 
of 1943. This prompted Fairwing 16 to consider further basing of anti-submarine 
aircraft on Ascension Island. There was also a need to intercept Axis blockade run-
ners which transited nearer Ascension. 

Air strip capability and support facilities at Ascension Island had been expanded 
to the point that by September 1943, the decision was made to move a detach-
ment of Fairwing 16 patrol bombers to that rocky island. This extended the cover-
age range for the planes. This move, was greeted with mixed emotions by the 
PB4Y Liberator air crews. They realized the military advantages but also missed 
the friendly confines of Natal and Recife. There were no Wonderbars or Estrela de 
Pratas (Silver Stars) on the desolate island known as 'TheRock" by U.S. personnel. 
However, there were. many worse places to be based. In keeping with the en-
lightened policies of the Fourth Fleet, the various air crews and planes of VB-107 
rotated periodically in and out of Ascension. 

The museum is open every Saturday from 10:00 to 12:00. We have an extensive stock of books, t-shirts and many 

other mementoes of the island. 





DISTRICT 25 OVER LEAGUE 

WEEKEND RESULTS 

Sunday 27th September 2020 1:30 pm 

District play-off match 

Travellers Hill  185 /9 (22)    US Base 191/4 (18) 

Match Won by: US Base  

US Base 

P Govender    127  Runs    C Coleman  2 Wickets (5) 

      D Josias  18 Runs              M Andrews  1 Wicket (4) 

Travellers Hill  

M Andrews  67 Runs              D Josias  4 Wickets (4) 

C Coleman 36 Runs          P Govender  2  Wickets (5) 

DISTRICT LEAGUE TABLE 

 

FIXTURES FOR THIS WEEKEND 

Sunday  4th October 10:30am  

T20 Mycle Dook Knock out 

Semi Final 1  

Vigilantes Vs Two Boats  

Sunday 4th October 1:30 pm  

Semi Final 2 

VC Titians Vs Travellers Hill 

 

CLUB PLAYED WON LOSS POINTS 

US Base (C) 6 4 2 12 

Travellers 6 4 2 12 

Two Boats 6 3 3 9 

Georgetown 6 1 5 3 

SPORTS LOCAL CRICKET 

T20 MYCLE DOOK KNOCK OUT 

FINAL AND CRICKET 

PRESENTATION 

 

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2020  

1:30pm  Knock out final match 

4:30 pm Trophy Presentation and drinks 

reception  

   Cricketclubasc1@gmail.com 








