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Editor’s Note 

 

Hello readers, 

 

On Saturday, we came together to celebrate 

Independence Day at the US base- Lorna Mills has 

written an interesting article featured inside (thank 

you Lorna)       

 

We visited English Bay on Sunday, and were greeted 

with a pile of rubbish, and other people’s leftover 

drinks and rubbish. 

 

We would like to remind people to please clean up 

after themselves, and to respect our environment. 

 

Izzy & Helen 

Beach pollution is a huge problem that can be caused by a number 

of things. 

People often leave their trash behind when visiting the beach. 

While most of the time this is unintentional, we must still try and 

remember to check for any trash before we leave.  

 

Throughout the year most beaches have beach clean ups. Some of 

the most common types of debris that are collected include; 

plastic lids, food wrappers, plastic bottles, straws, plastic lids, 

bottle caps, and plastic bags. Over half of the marine debris that 

ends up in our ocean is from land! 

 

It is important to pick up after yourself regardless if we are at the 

beach or not. When debris such as bottles or cigarette butts get 

tossed onto the ground, they go into storm drains and right into 

our waterways. Many types of litter take years to decompose such 

as plastic bags or aluminium cans. 

mailto:Islander@atlantis.co.ac


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

UN Ocean Conference 2022 
Leaders meet to discuss future of the world’s oceans 

This week the world's second United Nations (UN) Ocean Conference, was held in 

Portugal to support the "Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: 

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development." 

Targets include reducing marine pollution, protecting marine and coastal ecosystems, 

minimising acidification, ending illegal and over-fishing, increasing investment in 

scientific knowledge and marine technology, and respecting international law that 

calls for the safe and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources. More information 

on the UN Ocean Conference 2022 can be found online through 

www.un.org/en/conferences/ocean2022. 

Although human activity has affected almost all marine ecosystems, Ascension's 

marine environment is fortunately relatively much less affected by human activity 

when compared to other areas of the world. Life here is more abundant and 

ecosystems are much healthier, supporting large biodiverse populations of fish and 

large predators as well as globally-important populations of breeding turtles and 

seabirds.  

Ascension’s Marine Protected Area (MPA) ensures that these ecosystems and their 

natural processes will remain healthy for the future, safeguarding the ocean against 

many of the human pressures seen elsewhere.  

In September 2021 AIG published a five-year management plan for the MPA, detailing 

what actions will be taken to help further develop understanding of the MPA and 

ensure it retains some of the highest levels of protection seen anywhere in the world. 

The management plan links to many of the targets laid out in the UNs Sustainable 

Development Goal 14, which formed the basis of discussions at the UN Ocean 

Conference 2022. Some of these targets include reducing marine pollution, protecting 

marine and coastal ecosystems, ending illegal and over-fishing and increasing 

investment in scientific knowledge and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources. 

Waters within our MPA are now legally protected from fishing beyond 12 nautical miles 

of the island, with large-scale commercial fishing banned within the entirety of the 

MPA. Mineral extraction, including deep-sea mining, is also prohibited. AIG, along with 

several partnering organisations and universities, continue to grow our scientific 

understanding of Ascension's marine environment. 

Work is underway to develop an Inshore Fisheries Policy, and funding has been 

awarded to appoint a Marine Plastics Coordinator to analyse single-use plastics usage 

in Ascension and assess what can be done to help reduce this.  
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Some of our current research projects focus on zooplankton, plastic pollution, green 

turtle monitoring and shark behaviour. AIG is also working to support the sustainable 

development of social and economic activities within the MPA. We want the island 

community to realise the health, welfare and economic benefits of the MPA in ways 

that don’t compromise the prosperity and enjoyment of future generations.  

To find out more detail on what we want to achieve and how, view the five-year 

management plan online through www.ascensionmpa.ac. 

Ascension's MPA is an example to the rest of the world of what all of our oceans should 

and could look like in the future.  

Conservation and Fisheries Directorate 

01 July 2022 
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Two Boats Perimeter Fence Repairs  
Restorative work to be undertaken in July  

In response to concerns raised by members of the public, the Two Boats perimeter 

fence is to be repaired during July, along with replacement of the Two Boats cattle 

grids. 

The fence, which AIG is not the responsible for, was installed by a third party many 

years ago and recently members of the public and Councillors have raised concerns 

about its state of repair and the fact that it no longer prevents feral sheep from 

entering Two Boats. 

A subsequent inspection of the entire fence perimeter has showed that although the 

vast majority of fence remains effective, some areas are in need of repair.  

Although AIG is not the responsible for maintaining the fence, as the works identified 

are not thought to be substantial, AIG will carry out repairs over the course of this 

month. However, it should not be expected that AIG will undertake further work on the 

fence in the future and AIG is not assuming liability for future maintenance of the 

fence. Alongside this, work will also take place to replace the cattle grids around Two 

Boats. As work on the grids will mean adjacent sections of fencing will be disrupted, it 

is expected both sets of works will e completed by the end of the month. 

It has also been queried whether sheep currently within Two Boats can be removed. 

Regrettably this is not something AIG can undertake. The reason for this is that no AIG 

employee has appropriate training to handle this livestock due to the fact that AIG 

has no liability to manage feral animals such as sheep. 

However, should the sheep not leave the area after the fence repairs are complete, 

AIG will continue to work with Councillors and those living in Two Boats to try and find 

a way forward on this subject. 

A further public notice will be issued closer to the time when the cattle grid 

replacement programme is due to start.  

Operations and Facilities Directorate 

07 July 2022 
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Preparing for COVID-19  
Recognising the symptoms of COVID-19 infection 

From Sunday 31 July, Ascension’s COVID-19 protocols and procedures will undergo 

significant change. Arrivals will no longer be required to observe quarantine following 

their arrival, or be required to take pre-departure or arrival testing.  

As a result, it is expected that COVID-19 will become established in the community 

and the island will transition to a state of living with COVID-19, as most of the rest of the 

world has now done.  

It is important that members of the public therefore familiarise themselves with what 

the symptoms of COVID-19 look like.  

Symptoms can take many forms and different people will experience COVID-19 

infection in different ways. When infected some people may develop one or more of 

the following symptoms, or may even develop none: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell 

• a sore throat 

• diarrhoea or vomiting  

• muscle aches and pains 

It is important that people remain mindful of their own health and if they think they 

have symptoms consistent with those listed above, following the process for arranging 

a test.  

• Telephone Georgetown Hospital on 66252, or if you live on one of the military 

bases the relevant base medical clinic 

• Arrange a time to attend the Hospital, or one of the military base medical 

clinics, to be tested 

• Following your test you should go home, avoid contact with other people and 

self-isolate whilst you wait your results  

• If you test positive, self-isolate in line with the self-isolation guidance and 

contact your employer to let them know 

Further information on each of these issues, and guidance on other issues related to 

the changes, is available through Georgetown Hospital or your employer. 

Georgetown Hospital 

07 July 2022 
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COVID-19 Response Level Reduced to Level 1 AMBER 
 Further tests confirm previously positive individual in quarantine now negative 

Key messages 

• One recent arrival, who was in compulsory isolation when testing indicated a 

positive result for COVID-19, has subsequently tested negative for COVID-19. 

• Results from repeated testing conducted over the weekend indicate the 

individual is negative for COVID-19 and are therefore no longer infectious. 

• The Response Level has been reduced to Level 1 AMBER. 

On Saturday 25 June, an individual observing compulsory isolation measures returned 

a positive COIVD-19 test result during routine testing of persons under quarantine. 

In line with Ascension’s COVID-19 policies and procedures, the individual was 

monitored by medical staff and subject to additional testing to confirm the level of 

their infection.  

Further testing conducted on the individual in the last few days has returned multiple 

negative results and as such they are no longer deemed to be infectious or a risk to 

others. They have therefore had their period of compulsory isolation ended and the 

Ascension COVID-19 Response Level has been reduced to Level 1 AMBER.  

As ever, anyone who develops a new persistent dry cough, a fever or experiences 

unexpected shortness of breath should go home, self-isolate and telephone 

Georgetown Hospital on 66252 for further advice. 

Background 

The individual in question had arrived at Ascension on Thursday 23 June on a flight 

from the USA. They had previously returned negative COVID-19 test results on arrival at 

the island. As with all persons under group quarantine, they were subject to testing 

during their isolation period.  

The result of this test was positive. The individual currently has mild symptoms and is 

otherwise well. 

As they were observing compulsory isolation in a bubble, the other persons in that 

bubble will now also remain under quarantine and observation by medical staff.   

Tests conducted earlier in the week on the positive individual returned successive 

negative results. Given these negative results the Senior Medical Officer is satisfied that 

there is no risk to the public from the previously positive individual, and they were 

granted permission to end their period of isolation on Monday 04 July.  
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This is a scenario that AIG had planned and prepared for. Robust measures for 

effectively managing arrivals to Ascension have been in place throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic. These protocols have been developed in liaison with experts from the 

UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and are designed to ensure that any person 

arriving at the island is kept separate from the general public until the Senior Medical 

Officer can be assured that they do not pose a risk of introducing COVID-19 into the 

community.  

Even though the individual that tested positive had not had any contact with the wider 

public, and therefore COVID-19 was contained, the level of risk to Ascension from 

COVID-19 had increased and as a result the response level was raised. Following the 

negative test result and confirmation that the threat from COVID-19 had reduced, the 

response level was returned to Level 1 AMBER.  

Office of the Administrator 

06 July 2022 
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Community Blood Donors 
Blood donation encouraged due to limited and expiring island supply 

Due to the delays in the recent A400 flights from the UK, Georgetown Hospital has not 

been able to receive its usual consignment of blood from the Royal Centre for 

Defence Medicine, the island’s UK based blood supplier.  

 

The present stock will expire around the 12 July. Regrettably, the next delivery is not 

expected before 05 August. In the light of this the hospital has requested that blood 

donors currently listed on the blood donor register be aware that in the event of an 

emergency they may be called upon and requested to provide an emergency supply 

of blood.  

Blood donors currently on island, as well as any individuals who know their blood group 

and who could possibly donate blood, are encouraged to contact the Senior Medical 

Officer by phone on 66010 and provide their contact details. 

Office of the Administrator 

07 July 2022 
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Formal meeting of the Ascension Island Council  
17:00 on Thursday 14 July 2022 in the Court House  

A formal meeting of the Ascension Island Council will be held in the Court House at 

17:00 on Thursday 14 July 2022. Formal meetings are open to the public to attend and 

listen to the proceedings.  

Office of the Administrator 

11 July 2022 
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AIG Stores Opening Hours 

The public are advised that the AIG Stores will have new temporary opening hours in 

effect from Wednesday 13 July 2022. This is to enable staff to unpack and process 

cargo arriving on the FIRS, in time for the containers to be returned on the following 

voyage.  

These operating hours will be in place until further notice.  

AIG apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause. 

Resources Directorate 

08 July 2022 
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TWO BOATS CLUB 
Telephone 64621/64610/64439   E-mail: twoboatsclub@atlantis.co.ac 

 

Lunch is served Monday-Friday 12-2pm. Menu consists of burgers, toasties, 

chicken, sausages and more. Please call the club or email for a copy of our menu. 

 

Friday 15th July 2022 

Normal daily menu – Last orders at 1:30pm.  

Please be advised that the bar will close at 1:45pm & reopen at 3pm. 

 

Saturday 16th July 2022 

Normal opening hours. 

Kitchen will be open from 12-2pm. Last orders at 1:45pm 

Lunch Special  

8pc southern style chicken pops & fries - £4.00 

6pc southern style chicken strips & fries - £5.50 

 

Special Request Disco  

Saturday 16th July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM   

Wednesday 27th July at 7pm – Open to all members of the club – We are 

looking for new committee members. 
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