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Hello Readers
Halfway through a short working week already!
Happy Days! ☺
I am sorry that there is no editorial but I have run
out of time and space!
Please remember though to get those nomination
forms in within the next few days.
Enjoy the rest of the week.
Until next time…
Stay safe - Kitty

Ascension Island Council General Election
An opportunity to represent the people
Ahead of the Island Council General Election due to be held on 22 September 2022,
Administrator Sean Burns has provided the following message to the island population:
“If you are passionate about Ascension Island and have a view or vision on how
the Island should be run and public services improved, then I encourage you to
stand for election to the Island Council on 22 September 2022. It is your
opportunity to make a real difference for the community
This is a great opportunity for you to be engaged in policy development, setting
and monitoring the island’s budget and law making on Ascension. You will also
have a chance to expand your horizons, engaging with representatives of other
Overseas Territories, the UK Government and other stake holders. Councillors
have a real say in advising the Governor on both Government policy, the island’s
finances and legislation for the Island – routinely debating the issues and putting
across the views of those who live and work here. Councillors are also able to
represent their constituents’ needs by raising local issues and concerns.
Being on the Council will not affect your employment. We call meetings when
councillors are able to attend (taking into account shift patterns if necessary).
There are two regular council meetings a month. One ‘informal’ at 1000 on a
Thursday and a ‘formal’ at 1700 on a Thursday. Other meetings are arranged by
mutual convenience. All employers support democracy on Ascension Island and
have undertaken to support staff attending meetings for council business.
To be an effective councillor will require you to dedicate some of your own time
in addition to your day jobs. In recognition of this, councillors receive a stipend
of £3,000 as well as additional help toward their internet costs. There is also an
opportunity for one or two councillors to travel to the UK or elsewhere for annual
meetings with other Overseas Territories and the UK Government.
Please think positively about putting yourself forward for this vitally important role.
For further information on being a councillor, you may wish to speak to one or
more of the current Council members: Alan Nicholls, Kitty George, Andrew Ellick,
Douglas Miller and Nicholas John.
Nomination forms and further information can be obtained from the;
Returning Officer: diane.baum@ascension.gov.ac (66403)
Assistant Returning Officer: siobhan.stewart@ascension.gov.ac (67000-100)

The nomination deadline for the general election is 16.30 on Wednesday 07
September 2022.
Office of the Administrator - 10 August 2022

Ascension Island Council – General Election 22 September
2022
Nomination of candidates
A General Election will be held in Ascension Island on Thursday 22 September 2022 to
appoint a new Island Council. In order to vote in the election individuals must be listed
on the current Register of Electors.
Qualification for elected membership
In order to qualify for election as a Councillor an individual must:
•

be aged 21 years old or over and be eligible to vote in the election for which
they are nominated; and

•

be a British Overseas Territories citizen, British Overseas citizen or British citizen who
is registered in the current Register of Electors that has been compiled and
published in accordance with the Elections Regulations 2008. Copies of the
register are available on the notice boards at the AIG building, NAAFI Store and
at Two Boats Club, at the USAF Base Library, or within the Administrator’s Office.

Disqualification for elected membership
The Island Government (Ascension) Ordinance 2008 sets out certain disqualifying
criteria for elected membership and refers to persons:
•

who have been convicted of an election offence; or

•

who have within five years immediately preceding the date of the election,
served a sentence of imprisonment of 12 months or more; or

•

who hold, or are acting in, any public office designated by the Governor (a list
of such public offices can be obtained from the Administrator’s Office).

Individuals are encouraged to consider whether they would like to stand as a Councillor
or, if not, who they would like to see as their representative on the Island Council.
Nominations of candidates
Nomination forms are available from the Assistant Returning Officer (Siobhan Stewart)
in the Administrator’s Office in Georgetown as well as the Returning Officer (Diane
Baum) in the Conservation Building.
When completing a nomination form, individuals should ensure that:
•

The names of the candidate, proposer and seconder are on the Register of
Electors; and

•

The signatures of the proposer and seconder have been witnessed by a Justice
of the Peace (Jolene Sim, Martijn Smeets, Paul Bennett and Lisa Bailey) or the
Returning Officer Diane Baum or the Assistant Returning Officer Siobhan Stewart.
The candidate’s signature may be witnessed by someone of their choice.

Further information can be obtained from
siobhan.stewart@ascension.gov.ac or 67000 ext. 100.

Assistant

Returning

Officer:

Nominations will be accepted from Thursday 11 August 2022, with the deadline for final
submission being 16:30 on Wednesday 07 September 2022.
Returning officer - 10 August 2022

Ascension Island Dental Clinic
Updated hours in operation from 30 August 2022
The public are requested to note that from 30 August 2022 the Ascension Island Dental
Clinic with only be providing urgent and emergency dental treatment. This is due to
limited availability of nursing cover.
If you have a dental problem that requires urgent attention, please telephone the clinic
on 66348 Monday to Friday before 09:00. This will enable nursing support to be arranged
and for a suitable appointment to be allocated. If necessary, please leave your name
and contact number on the answer machine and your call will be returned.
It is anticipated that these limitations will remain in place until 12 September.
AIG apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.
Office of the Administrator
30 August 2022

Weekly COVID-19 Statistics
Monitoring of community spread continues
On Monday 08 August, Ascension recorded its first case of COVID-19 within the
community. Since then, further cases of COVID-19 have been recorded and authorities
are monitoring the spread of virus.
In order to ensure the public have a clear picture of infection rates within the territory,
weekly infection statistics are being published during the period of transitioning to ‘living
with COVID-19’.
As of Wednesday 24 August, the total number of positive results from tests conducted
by, or registered with, a healthcare worker at one of the three testing sites is as follows:

USAF Base Clinic
RAF Base Clinic
Georgetown Hospital
Total

08/08/22 – 24/08/22
10
1
6
17

These figures are based on results of tests conducted at each of these sites. However,
the test site may not necessarily reflect the primary accommodation of the person that
tested positive.
Between Thursday 18 August and Wednesday 24 August the following number of daily
positive results from tests conducted by, or registered with, a healthcare worker were
recorded:

Total

18/08 19/08 20/08 21/08 22/08 23/08 24/08
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

As of Wednesday 24 August, there have been no admissions to Georgetown Hospital
due to COVID-19 illness.
All members of the public are encouraged to monitor their own health for signs of
possible infection. If you believe you have symptoms consistent with possible COVID-19
infection you should arrange to take a test at your relevant medical facility and follow
the
guidance
in
place.
Guidance
can
be
found
online
at
www.ascension.gov.ac/public-document/living-with-covid-19 and is available through
your employer, local medical clinic and Georgetown Hospital.
If you test positive, you should isolate for five days. After this time you should end your
isolation once you feel well, a test is not required to end isolation.

Authorities are monitoring the ongoing spread of the virus and the current guidance will
remain in effect until they are satisfied that the daily positive incidence rate indicates
that the peak of the spread has been passed.
Georgetown Hospital
25 August 2022

MAIL NOTICE
Surface mail to St Helena via the MV
Helena will close on Thursday 8th
September at 12 Noon.
All enquiries to telephones: 66260 and
66583.

7 Degrees South bids farewell
On Friday night, 26th August, a massive crowd (by Ascension standards) gathered at the Volcano Club
in anticipation of a night of musical entertainment provided by local band, 7 Degrees South.
This was to be an extra special gig for the band, being the last performance with their founder and
drummer, Simon Bennett, who left the island for good on Sunday’s flight to St Helena.
We started out from humble beginnings, just planning to have a few jam sessions here and there, but
with Simon’s vision and determination, we blossomed into something pretty cool – and we could not
have done it without him!
Needless to say, emotions on the night were high within the group, and this energy quickly transpired
to the crowd, who were dancing and singing along from the get-go. Your energy made the night a
truly memorable one for all the band members, what a great send off for Simon – thank you from the
bottom of our hearts!
7DS will be taking a few weeks now to regroup, re-arrange, and ultimately recruit a new drummer
(we’ll be carrying out auditions soon ☺) but we wish Simon and his wife, Frannie, all the best for their
future, you never know, maybe we’ll be able to jam together again some time… until then, keep on
rocking!
We only took a few, not so great pics after the show, but those memories will stay with us for a
lifetime – thank you for the music buddy, you’ll be sorely missed! Much love and respect from your
band “7 Degrees South” – Kerry, Benji, Myles, Tyrell, Shadow and not forgetting former band members
Josh and Ryall

MV Helena – Monday, 12 September 2022

The MV Helena is expected to arrive in Clarence Bay at 0700 hrs on Monday, 12 September
and will depart for St Helena at 1200 hrs on Tuesday, 13 September.
Due to the arrival of the MV Ocean Grand, freight and small parcels will now be accepted in
the warehouse from 0830 hrs to 1130 hrs on Friday, 2 September.
All bookings for vehicles and containers will close at 1200 hrs on Monday, 5 September.
Frozen goods will be accepted from 0730 hrs to 0830 hrs on Friday, 9 September. (This earlier
time is due to the MV Ocean Grand being port).
In accordance with the Customs (Export Control) Regulations 2010, it is an offence to export
fish from the island without a valid export permit. Persons exporting fish are required to
purchase an export permit from the Post Office prior to delivering your boxes to the
warehouse. The permit must be produced on delivery of goods. You are also reminded that a
maximum of 10 kilograms of fish per person may be exported. A fisheries officer and a
customs officer will present at the warehouse when checks will be made on all frozen goods.
All boxes containing fish should be delivered unsealed.
Please note that in addition to being sold at the Shipping Office, the AWSML freezer boxes
are also available at the Georgetown Post Office.
If you require any further information please contact the Shipping Office on 66244.
Please see below for revised times for Voyage 56 of the MV Helena.
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EYE CLINIC VISIT IN SEPTEMBER 2022
We are planning to bring Miss Priscilla Brown out to Ascension in September
this year for her annual visit. This visit is planned for the week after the 19 th
September; however, in the event that this flight is changed, she might have
to come out sooner than this. As a result, we are not able to make specific
bookings at this time. If you wish to be seen by Scilla, please call (66010) or
email (smo.hospital@ascension.gov.ac) Sylvia and give her your details. We
will then allocate appointments once Scilla’s travel details are finalized…
No visits will be arranged without an appointment, and no automatic
appointments will be given. Please do ensure you contact Sylvia as soon as
possible to ensure a slot. Due to the timing this year, there will only be 17 days
available for the eye clinic!
Georgetown Hospital

Explorers Plant Day
Final Explorer’s day of the year hosted by plant team
During the annual end of school year holidays, the Conservation and Fisheries
Directorate put on weekly Explorers events for school-aged children, full of educational
activities and fun games! This year is no different with the children taking part in a
number of different events to learn more about Ascension’s incredible wildlife, habitats
and heritage.
This Wednesday was the last Explorers trip before the return of school, and was
organised by the Plant team. The Explorers learned about the history behind Dampier’s
Drip and about Captain William Dampier, who was shipwrecked on Ascension Island in
1701 after the sinking of his ship the HMS Roebuck. The Explorers had to imagine that
they were crew from the HMS Roebuck with very little supplies to survive on. The Explorers
used craft materials to create caves for shelter, and formed a farm of native and
introduced species that they could use as a food source.
The day was full of great games, crafts, and a documentary about miniature miracles
that was followed by a fun quiz. This year’s Explorers ended with a certificate
presentation and some tasty St Helenian Plo.

Above left: Explorers watching Natural World – Miniature Miracles
Above right: Explorers creating Dampier’s Drip caves

Above right: Explorers playing Endemics vs Invasives
Above left: Group photo with certificates

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Explorers 2022 and we look forward to
seeing everyone again for next year’s Explorers!
Conservation and Fisheries Directorate
30 August 2022

Twenty Questions with Matt James
Twenty questions is a light hearted look into the favourite things of people around Ascension. This week
Crown Counsel Matt James has kindly agreed to answer my questions.
Where did you grow up as a child?
Answer: Pembrokeshire, in South Wales
What languages can you speak?
Answer: Only English, unless being able to ask for directions to the library counts
How many Countries have you visited?
Answer: Thirteen – USA, New Zealand, Turkey, Spain, France, Italy, Andorra, Switzerland, Bulgaria,
Netherlands, Morocco, Austria, and (of course) Ascension
What is the best place you have visited in the world?
Answer: Doubtful Sound, New Zealand
Where in the world would you like to visit?
Answer: Rwanda, to go gorilla trekking
How long have you been on Ascension?
Answer: Three and a half months
What is your favourite place on Ascension?
Answer: Cricket Valley
What is your favourite thing to do in your spare time on Ascension?
Answer: Anything beach related
What sports team do you support?
Answer: Atlanta Falcons (NFL), Wales, and everyone who plays England
What is your favourite movie?
Answer: Muppets Christmas Carol (when seasonally appropriate)
What is your favourite TV series?
Answer: 30 Rock
What is your favourite book?
Answer: The Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway
What is your favourite meal?
Answer: Jacob’s ladder (barbecued beef short rib), with mac & cheese
What is your favourite drink?
Answer: Either a negroni or an Aperol Spritz, dependant on the weather
What is your favourite piece of music or song?
Answer: Rocket Queen, by Guns n Roses
If you could meet one famous person, who would it be?
Answer: Dolly Parton
What is your favourite car?
Answer: So long as it has wheels and can roll uphill, I’m easy
Have you ever flown a plane, bungee jumped, parachute jumped or scuba dived?
Answer: No to the plane, yes to the rest
Can you play any musical instruments?
Answer: Piano, guitar, ukulele, trombone
What one thing can you tell us about yourself that may surprise people?
Answer: According to Spotify, I’ve been in Taylor Swift’s top 1% of listeners for the last 3 years
If you want to be featured in 20 questions, please drop me a line via the Islander email address at
islander@atlantis.co.ac
Lorna Mills

TWO BOATS CLUB
Telephone 64621/64610/64439 E-mail: twoboatsclub@atlantis.co.ac
Lunch is served Monday-Friday 12-2pm. Menu consists of burgers, toasties,
chicken, sausages and more. Please call the club or email for a copy of our menu.

Friday 2nd September
Jacket potato served with salad & filling of your choice
Just Cheese-£3.50
Cheese & Onion-£4.00
Baked Beans & cheese-£4.00
Tuna Mayo-£4.00
Tuna Mayo & sweetcorn-£4.80
Tuna Mayo & cheese-£4.80
Chicken, Bacon & Sweetcorn-£5.00
Please place orders by 2pm Thursday 1st September

Saturday 3rd September
In support of the Muga football competition, the bar will open at 11am.
Lunch will be on sale from 11am-4pm. Normal daily menu will be available.

Hot food will be on sale from 4-8pm
Cheese burgers – Bacon burgers- Hawaiian burgers – Hotdog & onion –
Gammon soup – Popcorn chicken & fries – Fries

Kids disco from 7:30-10:30pm
Followed by adult disco – DJ Cory

