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AGGREGATE DISCHARGE CONTINUES FOR SLNC SEVERN 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carl MacKerras Sworn in as 

Acting Administrator 

Inside this week: Carl MacKerras – Acting Administrator / Public Consultation Ends on Entry Control Policy 
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Editor’s Note 

Hello Readers 
Apologies for the slim read this week – we are a bit thin on the 
ground for some material! 
No news is definitely not good news here at the Islander! 
 
This week we watched as the UK endured soaring 
unprecedented temperatures of 40 degrees, as we continue to 
“enjoy” our winter. 
 
Although have had rain every day and the evenings are turning 
even more chilly; it’s great that winter on Ascension still feels 
fairly tropical.  This is not the case back on St Helena, where 
frequent power cuts, controlled rock removals (from the hills 
flanking Jamestown) and shorter daylight hours have meant 
that winter has well and truly arrived there! 
 
Despite the heavy winds and frequently choppy seas, SLNC 
have made great progress discharging the aggregate from the 
MV Severn, which is now approximately 60% completed.  
There will be just one more delivery after this vessel and all 
materials required for the runway will be on island. 
 
Meanwhile we welcome the MV UAL Manitoba which arrives 
early on Thursday as she delivers supplies for the USAF Base.  
The Manitoba has been battling very heavy winds as she 
makes her way to the island. 
 
Until next time - Kitty 

IT COULDN’T BE DONE 

By Edgar Guest 

Somebody said that it couldn’t be done 
But he with a chuckle replied 

That “maybe it couldn’t,” but he would be one 
Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried. 

So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 
On his face. If he worried he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
That couldn’t be done, and he did it! 

 
Somebody scoffed: “Oh, you’ll never do that; 

At least no one ever has done it;” 
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat 

And the first thing we knew he’d begun it. 
With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 

Without any doubting or quiddit, 
He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldn’t be done, and he did it. 
 

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 
There are thousands to prophesy failure, 

There are thousands to point out to you one by one, 
The dangers that wait to assail you. 

But just buckle in with a bit of a grin, 
Just take off your coat and go to it; 

Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing 
That “cannot be done,” and you’ll do it. 

mailto:Islander@atlantis.co.ac


 

 

COVID-19 Response Level Escalated to Level 2 ORANGE 
Two positive test results identified in individuals in compulsory isolation 

Key messages 

• Two recent arrivals, currently in compulsory isolation, have tested positive for 

COVID-19. 

• The individuals currently have mild symptoms.  

• There is minimal risk of community spread, with no known or suspected cases in 

the community. 

• The Response Level has been escalated to Level 2 ORANGE as a precautionary 

measure. 

• Members of the public should remain alert and continue to practise good 

cough and hand hygiene. 

• Anybody who develops a new persistent dry cough, a fever or experiences 

unexpected shortness of breath should go home, self-isolate and telephone 

Georgetown Hospital on 66252 for further advice.  

On Saturday 08 July a positive COVID-19 test result was returned following routine 

testing of new arrivals currently under compulsory isolation measures, with a further 

positive result returned on Thursday 14 July from a separate quarantine group. As a 

consequence of the positive test results, the Ascension COVID-19 Response Level has 

been escalated to Level 2 ORANGE. This escalation is in line with the Response Level 

Protocol.  

Under Level 2 ORANGE measures, public venues and facilities remain open. As it is 

expected that the introduction of COVID-19 into the wider community has not 

occurred, this escalation is a precautionary measure and serves to ensure that a 

higher level of alertness is observed by authorities on the island and the general public.  

Members of the public should continue to practise good cough and hand hygiene, 

and be alert to the development of any potential COVID-19 symptoms.  

When additional testing confirms negative results and the Senior Medical Officer is 

satisfied that there is no longer a COVID-19 presence on the island, the Response Level 

will return to Level 1 AMBER. 

Further information regarding this matter will be made available to the public in the 

coming days.  

2022-143 



As ever, anyone who develops a new persistent dry cough, a fever or experiences 

unexpected shortness of breath should go home, self-isolate and telephone 

Georgetown Hospital on 66252 for further advice. 

Background 

The first individual in question arrived at Ascension on Thursday 07 July on a flight from 

the USA. The second individual arrived at Ascension on a flight from the UK on 

Wednesday 06 July. The individuals currently have mild symptoms but are otherwise 

well.  

The staff at Georgetown Hospital remain in constant liaison with experts in the UK 

Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to ensure that the individuals who tested positive 

receive appropriate support. Further testing will take place over the coming days to 

monitor their levels of infection, and to confirm whether any further transmission has 

taken place on board. 

This is a scenario that AIG had planned and prepared for. Robust measures for 

effectively managing arrivals to Ascension have been in place throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic. These protocols have been developed in liaison with experts from the 

UKHSA and are designed to ensure that any person arriving at the island is kept 

separate from the general public until the Senior Medical Officer can be assured that 

they do not pose a risk of introducing COVID-19 into the community.  

As a result, the individuals who tested positive have not had any contact with the wider 

public. Authorities are therefore confident that the virus has been effectively 

contained and so has not been spread to others in the community.  

Office of the Administrator 

14 July 2022 
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Acting Administrator Sworn In 
Administrator Sean Burns on off island leave 

Administrator HH Sean Burns departed Ascension on leave on Sunday 17 July 2022. 

During his absence the Head of the Administrator’s Office, Carl MacKerras, will be 

fulfilling the duties and functions of Administrator.  

 

Carl was appointed Acting Administrator by the Governor acting in accordance with 

the provisions of s147 of the Constitution read with s183(3), and was sworn in by Sean 

Burns at 16:15 on Friday 15 July 2022 ahead of his scheduled departure.  

He will be undertaking the role of Acting Administrator until Sean Burns returns to the 

island at the end of August 2022 

Office of the Administrator 

19 July 2022 
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Temporary Closure of Needles Road  
Monday 18 July to Monday 25 July 2022 

The public are requested to note that Needles Road will be closed from today, 

Monday 18 July, until Monday 25 July 2022. This is to enable road resurfacing and 

repairs to be carried out.  

Permission for this closure has been granted by the Administrator under Section 37 of 

the Road Traffic Ordinance 1984.   

AIG apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause. 

Operations and Facilities Directorate 

18 July 2022 
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Ultimate butter biscuits 
 
Just four ingredients stand between you and the most 
delicious buttery biscuits.  They are simple to make and 
everyone will love them 
 
Makes: 72 
 

• 450g butter 

• 375g plain flour 

• 250g caster sugar 

• 1/8 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
 
Prep: 15 mins Cook: 10 mins Ready in: 25 mins Gone in: 
Seconds 
 
1. Preheat oven to 190 C / Gas 5.  Grease baking trays. 

 
2. In a medium bowl, cream butter to soften.  Combine the 

flour, sugar and bicarbonate of soda, stir into the 
softened butter.  Drop heaped spoons of the batter onto 
the prepared trays.  Press down slightly with a cold fork. 
 

3. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes in the preheated oven. 
 
4. Allow biscuits to cool on baking tray for 5 minutes before 

removing to a wire rack to cool completely. 
 

Watch them disappear! 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

TWO BOATS CLUB 
Telephone 64621/64610/64439   E-mail: twoboatsclub@atlantis.co.ac 

 

Lunch is served Monday-Friday 12-2pm. Menu consists of burgers, toasties, 

chicken, sausages and more. Please call the club or email for a copy of our menu. 

 

Friday 22nd July 2022 

Pork Meatballs in a tomato sauce served with spaghetti - £5 

Orders to be placed by 2pm Thursday 21st July 2022 

Normal daily menu also available 

 

Saturday 23rd July 2022 

Lunch Special  

Hawaiian Burger - £4.00 

Mexican Cheese Burger - £4.00 

Bacon cheese burger - £4.00 

Bacon & egg cheese burger - £4.50 

Bacon, egg & sausage cheese burger - £4.80 

 

Saturday 30th July 

 

 

AGM   

Wednesday 27th July at 7pm – Open to all members of the club – We are 

looking for new committee members. 
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